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HEN this Diſcomſe was deliver! 
| from the Pulpit in Auguſt laft, I had 
no Deſign to appear with it in publick : But af- 
ter a ſecond Preaching of it before a ſmaller Au- 
dience, a Gentleman then preſent, whoſe Friend- 
ſhip ought to command any thing from me, urg d 
me to Print it; ſuggeſting that among the ma- 
ny Pamphlets, which to the Diſhonour of God 
and ſcandal of good M Ty about, tending 
chiefly to heat us and foment our Diviſions, or 
to amuſe and lay us aſteep with the plauſible Pre- 
tence of Moderation. A Diſcourſe on this 
Subjed might be ſeaſonable and uſeful, at once 
to detect the Errors and Deſigns of ſome, and 
to confirms the Zeal and Reſolution of others. 
With ſome Reluctancy I put a Copy of it into his 
Hands, obliging him to communicate it to one or 
two Eminent Divines whom he named, and let 
its Fate be determined by their Judgment of it, 
Thus it comes Abroad. How it will be receiv'd 
in the World, I know not, neither am much 
concern d. If Pity and Concern for the megu- 
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© The Lordis a hand.” 


Purpoſe * God's Hp i in the fab Dit. 

— 2 1. To ſnew the Apoſtle's meanin 5 
in theſe Words. 2. To miley praftical U 

| of them; and by the way to make ſome 

ſhort Reflections upon the Miſtakes which weak 

or defigning Men have fallen into, in relation to 

— — Scripture, and to the Virtue here re- 


"The The Meaning of the Apoſtle i in this Advice can- 
not be better found out, than by confidering the 
- Circumſtances which the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Profeſſors of it were in at that time. Aſſault- 
ed they were on one ſide openly by Heathens and 
unbelieving Fete, on another {ide ſecretly, and 
therefore more dangerouſly, by Hereticks and falſe 
Brethren. The Jeu and Heathens thought them- 
ſelyes Potent enough to cruſh the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion in its Infancy, and to deſtroy the Church by 

open Force : For what cou'd not "the confedera- 
ted Powers of the Earth do againſt a few poor 
illiterate Fiſhermen ? But if the Church, contra- 
ry to human Expectations, ſhou'd by more than 
humane Aſſiſtance eſcape the open Violence of her 
declared Enemies, thenin all Appearance ſhe muſt 


{till 


DH 
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ſtill be Ruin'd by the more crafty Management 


of Hereſy, Schiſm, and Diviſion. In this part of 
the Work the Groftrekts; thoſe wicked Followers 
of Simon-Magur, were the firſt and principal 


Managers, who were the firſt and great Maſters 


in the Art of _Te 1Zing'to all ſucceedi 

Ages When Pelett cane, their ä — 
ces were large enough to offer Sacrifice to an 
Kal, w. eue bee dee an Impoſitian, rather 
than take up. the Croſs, and ſuffer Brayely and 
Honeſtly. But this was not all: To ingratiate 


themſelves at once both with Zews and Heathens, 


and thereby to avpid Perſecution; they had con- 
triv'd a Sy ſtem of Principles En ad 
conripted and yndermin'd the very Foundatpns 
of Chiiſtianity, vilify'd and alk d dhe y 
Scriptures. themſe wn. ford: pew 00mh.of elr 
own under the venerable Names of the ApoRtle, 


in truth, deſtroy d Chriſtianity,. and gut of it and 
Judaiſm, and Heatheniſm, and ſome. private oy 


ventions gf their own, blended together form 
Scheme 5 Reli — . ö little 
Chriſtian, but rc —— much of the worſt 
of all "the Zewy/þ-and Heacheniſh Superſtitions. 
An Invention it was, calculated entirely to ſerye 
Secular Purpoſes, to preſetve the Eaſe, to gratify 
the Luſts of Men, to avoid Perſceution by mean 
and wretched Compliances, and complementing, 
and ſoothing all the Enemies of the true Religi- 


on. All the while they inſulted and mocked the 


Miſeries of the true faithful Serrancs of Chtiſt, 
for not entring into their Meaſures, but ſubmit- 
ting to ſuffer Perſecution ratber than to deny their 
Maſter. | F ; A ond a 

Such were the Enemies, ſuch. the uneaſy Cir- 
cumſtances which the Church of Chriſt had to 


ſtruggle 


r r © © AF OR 
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ſtruggle with during her Age of Infancy. And 
is ir poſſible ro imagine, that when the Caſe ſtood 
thus, the Apoſtle wou'd -exhort his Philippians 
ro practiſe the modern Notions of Moderation? 
That is, to be indifferent in their Religion, to 
comply for the ſake of Peace or worldly Conve- 
nience with thoſe, who at that time called upon 
em to offer Incenſe to an Idol? Or for the mere 
Name of Union to joyn with the Gnofticks and 
7udaizing Hereticks in ſapping the Foundations 
of Chrſtianity, depraving the Doctrines, cor- 
rupting the Purity of its Morals? Is it imagina- 
ble, I fay, that ſuch falſe, ſuch double Dealing 
as this, was the Moderation recommended by 
the Apoſtle in my Text? Can it ever be thought, 
that he whoſe Zeal againſt ſuch vile Practices 
ſhines throughout all his Writings, ſhould him: 
ſelf encourage the Hypocfiſy he elſewhere re- 
proves with ſo much holy Fire and juſt Indig- 
nation in ſeyeral Paſſages of his Epiſtles? 
frer ſuch an Example ſer us of Apoſtoli- 
| Zeal, heroick Forrirude, and vigilant Care 
for, the Honour and Intereſts of the Chriſtian 
Church, is it credible that our Apoſtle would 
perſwade Peop!e under the colour of Moderation 
to wink at thoſe Enemies of the Truth, not to 
ſpeak againſt them, not to reprove their groſs 
Impiety and Hypocriſy, not to expoſe their Er- 
rors, not to detect their Practices, not to obviate, 
by all juſt and prudent Methods their wicked 
Projects ar d Defigns, formed againſt the Chriſti- 
an Church and Religion, not ro warn People of 
the dangerous Tendency of ſuch Combinations in 
Iniquiy, and all this forſooth, left theſe Enemies 
of all Goodneſs ſhou!d be oftended? He who 
was fo warm with S. Peter for ſume ſuch like un- 
due Soothings and Comptiances with the Fewifh 
Chriſtians in their Errors. whereby the —_ - l 
B'2397 31 


 ehery, cannot without Bla 
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God was in danger of Suffering, Loſs, Dam 

and Scandal, wou'd not ſure juttify 1 e 
the like Practices in others under tlie plauſible 
Name of Moderation. He who with, fo much 
Zeal and Succeſs oppoſes the falſe ines and 
looſe Practices of the  Gnoſticks and Zudaizing 
Chriſtians through all his Writings : He that up- 
on all occaſions encourages the briſtians to beat 
with Patience and Conſtancy the Sufferings which 


God had appointed for them, aſſuring them, that 


the light Afflictions they met with here being but 


for a moment, ſhow d work for them a far more ex- 


ceeding and eternal weight of Glory, and that the 
time was drawing on a pace when God wou'd in a 
vifible, terrible and extraordinary manner aſſert 


theit Quarrel againſt their perſecuting Enemies, 


fiſt in puniſhing che cut, deſtroying. at once 
their Nation, City, Religion, and Temple by the 


| Roman Armies, and in due time puniſhing the Ro- 


mans themſelves, deſtroying their Empire by the 
Incurſions of barbarous Conquerors, Nations un- 
known: till the Terror of their Arms made em 
known; 1 ſay, he that uſes ſuch Diſcourſes as 


| theſe, to perſuade the Chriſtians of that Age to 


perſiſt bravely and boldly in their Religion, in de- 
fiance of open Violence as well as of ſecret Trea. 

ſphemy be thought ca- 
pable of exhorting thoſe — Chriſtians to be- 
tray their Religion, to humour thoſe Times, to 
yield to the Violerce of their Enemies, to comply 
with their unjuſt and wicked Commands, to fall 
in with the Treachery of Hereticks, Deſerters, and 
talſe Apoſtles, or for ſecular Reaſons, whether 
Peace, Policy, Safety, or any other Inducement 
whatſoever;either to give up, or corrupt the Religi- 
on which the Bleſſed Jeſus deliver'd to Mankind. 
© This therefore cannot be the meaning of the 
Moderation here recommended, as ſome ron 
; wou 
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wou'd bear us ip hand. For to faſten ſuch à mean 
ing upon it, is to make the Apoſtle in one part of 
his Writipgs contradict what himſelf -haih=advan- 
ced in another.: and to deal fo by any Writer f 
Note and Chatatter, is rude, by an inſpir'd Wr. 
ter is imp;ous. It is mrking one Apoſtle contta. 
dict another: for St. Jude calls upon us to con. 
tend earneſtly for the Faith tbat war at once detic 
ver d 10 the Saints, Ard the Church of Laodices 
is in the Writings of St. John threaten'd to be 

ſpew'd up, het Candleſtick to be temoy d for her 
Lykewarmnets and Indifference 10 Religion. . 
But to pals from the Miftakes of Men to the 
true Intent and Mind of dur paſtle; We lay Jt 
down as a Paflatum, which, I think, noreaſe 
able Man will deny us, That the Exhortatien the 
Apoſtle hexe gives to the Philippians, together with 
the argument uſed to enforce. it, is ſuch as was 
eſpecially adapted o the Circumſtances the 
Church, was hen in. Let your Moderation” be 
known unto all Men: Thar's the Ex 101tarion ; 
The Lord is at hand, that's the Argument he uſes 
for the Enforcement of it: Both certainly with a 
ſpecial Eye to the then State of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion in the Worle. 
Now what the State and, Circumſtances of the 
Chriſtian Religion then were, we have already ſeen, 
We ſaw the Church at that time on one ſide at- 
tack d openly. by 72:0i/h and Heathen Violence, on 
the other ſecretly undermin'd by Gnoſt ichs and o- 
ther Herericks, who to ſcreen themſelves from 
Perſecutionnot only tempotiz d with the Zeros and 
Heathens, but joyn'd with em too in Mocking, in 
Diſcouraging, in Perſecuting the true, Carpolick 
and Orthodox Chriſtian. EA Pas 
In this, Poſture of things the Apoſtle calls upon 
the true Chriſtians to let their Moderation appear. 
Frtunis it is in the Original, which by a Ron 
* j B 2 431 * 
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of Speech common in the Greek Language is put 
for Ex ul“ rendered by the Vulgar Latin 
Aodeſtia, by our Enghſh Moderation, by Criticks 
Iquanimity, or Evenneſs of Mind, Probity, Equi- 
ty, Charity, Lenity, Clemency, Courteſy, Good- 
nels of Nature, So various is the ſignification of 
the Word; I propoſe, before I quit this Argu- 
ment, ſo to expound it, as not to leave out any 
Senſe that it is capable of. Only 1 defire it may 
be obſery'd here, that it does not fignify a Latitu- 
dinarian Hypocriſy, or Indifference for Religion, 
a Willingneſs to comply with any Religion, and 
to be fix d to none, a ſilent connivance ar, or tacit 
Approbation of the Aris practiſed by Enemies 
againſt the Peace or Safety of the Church, and to 
the detriment of Chriſtianity, a carelefs Neutrality 
or Unconcern howThings go, or a fitting ſtill when 
the Dottrine or Diſcipline of Chriſtianity is ſtruck 
at by Enemies in diſguiſe. 

f the ſeveral Senſes which the Word will ad- 
mir, thoſe (I ſay) muſt be pitch'd upon as the 
proper meaning of the Apoſtle in this Text, 
which are moſt ſuitable to the Circumſtances of 
that Age. Four Duties I ſhall accordingly pitch 
N as ſo many Heads, to which are reducible 
all the foremention*d Particulars, comprehended 
under the General Title of Moderation, each of 
them, I conceive, very ſeaſonably preſs'd upon 
the Chriſtians of that Age, namely, Patience, 
Perſeverance, Charity, Self denial, 

i. Patience, That there was need of it, no 
Man will queſtion that ever read either in the 
Scriptures or elſewhere, of the Savage Cruelties 
and Barbarities practis'd againſt the Primitive 
Chriſtians. Be patient in Tribulation, was S. Paul's 
Advice to the Romans; which we find urg'd by 
S. Zames with the ſame Motive made uſe of in 


my Text for Modetation, Be patient, We, 
bn 4 


Miſtakes about Moderation Detected. 13 
-wnto the coming of the Lord. There was almoſt a 
Neceſſity of embracing either Martyidom or _ 
ſtacy: The latter a good Man durſt not, the for- 
mer he could not chuſe, without being well fur · 
nifh'd with Reſolutien and Paſſive Valour. 
2. Perſeverance, which is but the perfection of 
Patience. That to perſevere in a brave and reſo- 
lute Profeſſion and Practice of the true Religion, 
to the end of out Lives, is a Duty incumbent upon 
all Chriſtians, no Chriſtian will deny, who re- 
members, that none but ſuch muſt receive the Crown 
of Life. That to play the A poſtate, Revolter, and 
Deſerter from the true Religion, is to forfeit out 
Crown, the Holy Scripture aſſure us. That there 
is never more danger of Apoſtacy, nor greater ne- 
ceſſity of Exhorting to Perſeverance, than under 
a State of Perſecution, is ſelf- evident to any one 
that knows what Apoſtacy, Perſeverance, Perſecu- 
tion, and Human Nature are. | 

So that to ſhew, that the foremention d Duty of 
Patience, and this of Perſeverance, are two 
Branches of this comprehenfive Duty of Modes 
ration, and wete particularly in the Apoſtle's 
View and Meaning: No more is needful than to 
remember, that Probi y and Evenneſs of Mind are 
ſome of thoſe Significations we before obſerv d. the 
Word Exui, docs uſually admit. What is 
want of Patience? What is want of Perſeverance 
and Conſtancy in time of Perſecution, but a want 
of that Even Frame and Temper of Mind which 
enables us to bear croſs Events handſomly, to 
behave our ſelves under Afflictions with a Grace 
ſteadily to follow the Dictates of Truth and Rea- 
fon, whatever Obſtacles meet us in the way. never 
to guide our choice in Matters of ſo high an im- 
portance as Religion by Secular Reaſons, World- 
ly Circumſtances, and Excernal Contingencies, 


never to let ſuch things create in us an indifference 
| in 
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in Matters concerning the Safety of our Souls? 
What is Courage butEquanimity ? What is Eque- 
nimity in the foregoing reſpects, but Perſeverance 


want of theſe Virtues proceeds from, but Impros 
biey, , naughty Conſcience, a Heart ſet upon the 
Orld? T,£.08...25 | E. 4 
Again, that Patience and Perſeverance were two 
Special Datiesfintended by S. Paul in this Exhor- 
tation, appears alſo in ſome meaſure from the 


| Reaſon-wherewith it is enforc'd;; The Lord it at 


band It is thelſam Argument which 8. James uſes 
for the pet ſwadinig of boi theſe ſame Duties; Be 
ye-Patient : ſtabliſh your Hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord drauetb nigh. The Diſcourſe in both 
Places is the ſame, and the meaning of it is:thig!: 
That Crucify d Gad, whom you ſuffer for, is e- 
very Moment prteſent with you, at hand O Ee 
and obſerve at once your Sufterings and your Be- 
haviour under, then to help and ſupport you 
while your ſuffer, ta iinfpire-yqu with Coulag e, 


Patience, and Petſeverance, and to aſſure you 


ot a Reward: He is mozeover coming ſhortly in 
a more ſolemn: and publick manner 10 take Ven- 
geance of thoſe ho pe: ſecute and abuſe you, to 
deliver you from their Malice, to ęxtirpate your 
moſt implacable Enemies the Jaut, 40 convert 
the Roman Empire: (elf before many Ages ate 
gone about, to deliver that into your Hands by 


placing Believers at the Head of it; fo that Jour 


Condition &er long will even in this World be 
2 as well as unfpeakably happy in the 
Other. | | het oO 4 Toa: 
2. Charity is alfo included in che Apoſtle's Mo- 
deration, and is now undoubtedly implied in the 
Greek Word *Eraizuea ; which derives its Extra- 
ftion from % (edo, and ſigniſies a yielding or 
departing from our own Right, Intereſt, * 


work, if poſſib 
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ot Pleaſure, upon juſt wiſe and charitable In- 
ducements. Which Chriſtians” in à ſuffering 
State and ir private Capacity cannor otherwiſe do, 
than by cartying things as fair and inoffenſively to 
their Enernies as innocently they may, bearing 
patiently the Tojuries they do us, not provoking 
ilt uſage, but acquieſcing in what we meet with; 
being Patient, Peaceable, Silent, and Paſfive, 
kind and eafie to forgive, and to be reconciPFd. 
Charity ſeeketh not her own, ſays our Apoſtle elfe- 
where. And our Religion requires us to forgive 
out Enemies, to blefs them that perſecute and de- 
ſtroy us, to be kind to thoſe that abufe and revile 
us, to be in ſhort highly charitable to them who 
behave tHemſelves very uncharitably to us. And it 
was vety ſeaſonble for the Apoſtle to prefs this 
Dy at a time, when it was poſſible the Spirits 
of Chriſtian Suffeters might by degrees be four'd 
by a continual courſe of Perfecution 


or imbirter'd 
and ill uſage. | Repay 
Let me add, that one Office of Charity is to 
le, the converſion of our Enemies, 
to be inſtrumental to the Salvation of their Souls, 
not to wink at, but reclaim them from their Errors, 
to ſhew em the Dangers and Miſeries into which 
they precipitate themſelves, and to -reſcue them 
from the Jaws of Death and Hell. This is a pro- 
pet Expreſſion of Chriſtian Charity, Zea}, and 
ove to the Souls of Men; and howſoever in- 
conſiſtent it is with ſome Modern Notions of 
Moderation, with that Indifference, I mean, and 
unconcern for Religion, which of late Years hath 
under that name grown very much into favour and 
taſhion, yet it is no Enemy to Moderation truly 
ſo called, One Virtue can nevet be ſuppoſed to 
deſtroy another. 
4. The laſt Inſtance of Duty I ſhall particularly 
mention as a Specimen of the Moderation my 
ext 
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"Rong is ſelt-denial;. By which Word we are to 
mean, not only a very moderate uſe and enjoy ment 
of thoſe good things which God hath given us in 
this World, and ſometimes deny ing and WY 1-4 
our ſelves even in our moſt innocent and lawf 
Enjoy ments; but moreover a readineſs to part 
with all, to loſe our Friends, to relinquiſh our 
Eſtates, to give up our Lives, to tear in ſunder 
. the ſtrifteft Unions of Fleſh and Blood, and with 
violence to our own Inclinations to renounce the 
deareſt Names, the ſtrongeſt - Obligations, the 
moſt agreeable and inviting Endearments, when- 
ever the Honour of God, ihe Intereſts of Religion, 
the Safety of our own Souls, and the Peace and 
Quiet of our Conſciences demand ſuch a Sacrifice 
at our Hands. This is the Duty which our Bleſ- 
Ted Lord recommends to us, when he requires 
us to rake up the Croſs, to deny our ſelves, and to 
follow him. | 
That Sobriety, Temperance, Abſtinence, and 
Moderation in the uſe of God's Creatures, is 
at all times ſeaſonable, eſpecially in ſuffering 
Times, will be readily granted by all, who con- 
{ider how unreaſonable it is to expect, That Man 
will deny himſelf in great Inſtances of Tryal, 
who will not do it in little; that it is eaſier to 
t with a' Luſt, than to part with our Life 
or Religion, and he that will not do the firſt, 
will be hardly brought to comply with the lat- 
ter; and therefore that it is good beforehand to 
try our ſelves in ſmaller inſtances of voluntary 
Severity, e'er we venture upon the greater and 
more formidable; and by degrees to wean our 
Affectlons from the Pleaſures of Senſe, and en- 
ure ourſelves to Hardſhips, that we may have the 
leſs to do, be leſs difturb'd either with Terror 
or Surprize, when we meet with greater Suffer- 
ings: Tis like handling our Weapens, 2 
os 
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ſing and training in little unbloody Skirmiſhes, 
that when the great Day of Battle comes, we 
may behave ourſelves like skilful and good Sol- 
diers of Feſus Chriſt. And that the greateſt Inſtance 
of Self denial, Parting with all for Chr:ft, is the 

roper Duty of Chriſtians, eſpetially/ under 
Pesbeutten and that Exhortations to it are then 
above all times ſea ſonable and indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſaty, is evident from the Reaſon of the Thing, 
from the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
from what we have already ſaid under tte fore- 
going Branches of Patience and Perſeverance. ' 


of, is alſo included in the Apoſtle's Notion oft 
Moderation, is evident from the frequent uſe of 
the Word in common Speech, for 4 Moderation 
of our Appetires and Deſires in teſpect of ſenſual 
tranſitory Things. That the Greek word «Treixers 
will admit the ſame Conſtru&ion, appears in that 


nd Wir ſignifies (as we obſerv'd before) a yielding or 
Is departing from our Right, or from the Pleaſing 
ng and Gratifying our ſelves. And indeed ſuch a | 
7. Practice of Selt denial, as we have now been talk - 


ing of, is an innocent and uſeful Departing from 
our Right, and a much more modeft and comely 
to x preſſion of our Moderation, than to be Clamo- 


.ife Nous and Vexatious to our Governors in Churctt 
rſt, Wor state, becauſe they will not depart from their 
lat- Might, when and as often as we fancy there is oc- 


aſion. | 
And the Motive urged by our Apoſtle in the 
and Natter part of the Text, is equally applicable to 


our Ihe two laſt mention'd Duties of Charity and 
en- We!t-denial, as it was to the two former of Pati- 
2 the Ance and Perſeverance. The Lord is at Hand, 
rot Beady to reward your Charity, to make vp to the 
fer- ll all the voluntary Loſſes you ſuffer now, to 
ercl- Fenn your pious Endeavours of gaining Souls 
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That ſuch a Self-denialz as we are . ws, 
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ſelf an immediate Witneſs to jou ter thing 
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with Succeſs here, with eternal Happineſs here» 
_" after. + He is even now preſent with you to aflift 
and ſupport you under the Sorrows which you 


willingly undergo, to encourage you in every act 
of generous Self-denia!, choſen Poverty, Diſci- 
pline, and Mortification, and what you loſe in 

ecular Comforts he will do more than make up in 
ſpiritual. He eyes and obſerves you, makes him- 


you do, to every ſevere thing you ſuffer, whe- 
ther by your own Choice, or by the Malice of 
our Enemies, in order ſhortly to wipe away all 
ears from your Eyes, to turn your Weeping into 
Laughter, your bitter Mourning into ſolemn eter. 
nal Joy and Exultation. For ſo he himſelf with 
his own Mouth promiſed, when he was viſibly 
converſant with Men, Bi/eſſed are they that mourn 
for they ſhall be Cumforted. 
Theſe I rake to be the principal Duties recom- 
mended by our Apoſtle to the Primitive Chrilti- 


ans under the general name of Moderation, and 


to which the a Significations of the Word 
are exfily reducible, Probity and Equity are that 
honeſt and upright Diſpoſi:ion of Heart and Soul, 
whereby a Man chuſes rather to ſuffer all Extremi- 
ties, than to violate his Conſcience, betray his 
God, or revolt from his Religion: And ſo confi: 
der d, they fall in with the foregoing Duties of 
Patience; and eſpecially Perſeverance, Lenity, 
Clemency, Courteſy, Goodneſs of Nature, are all 
bur ſo many Branches of Chriſtian: Charity, and 
are ſo far from trending naturally ro diminiſh or 
cool our Zeal for the Intereſts of Religion, that 
they ſanctify and improve it, mike it more Glo- 
rious and Succeſsful, by extending the Effects of 
it to the Benefit of others as well as of out 
ſelves. The more we love our Brother, the more 


earnelily we ſhall endeavour his ſpiritual, Advan- 
tage 
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tage; and the more we have. of Leniiy, Clemen- 
cy, and Goodneſs in our Nature, the more eaſily 
we ſhall ingratiate our ſelves with him, and there 
by carry on Our pious and Charitable Endeavours 
with Succeſs,* 4 10 ) 12142708 
After this Account given of the Apoſtle's mean · 
ing in theſe Words, it remains ſecondly, that we 
make a practical Uſe of them, as I ptomiſed in 
the beginnipg of this Diſcourſe. To which end 1 
ſhall ſhew how this Virtue of Moderation affects 
us; 1. As Men: 2. As Members of a Chriſtian 
Church. adi | SB. j 
As Men, it will teach us, when ever God afs 
is, or Men abuſe us, ta be Sober, Patient, 
and Quiet, to Perſevere in our Duty with an un- 
limited Submiſſion to God, and Charity to Men - 
It will make us content to be moderately Rich- 
navy, to be immoderately Poor hut not to he mo 
derately Honeſt, or moderately Good. It umplies- 
that we do not allow out ſelves ſo much as to tate 
of unlawful Pleaſures, and that we be vety ſobef 
and moderate in our uſe of ſuch as are lawful“ 
Every part of a moderate Man is under the ſtri&- 
eſt Government and Diſcipline.” He moderates, 
that is, he bridles his Tongue, refrains ftam Re- 
viling and Curſing, from uncharitable Cenſure, 
from impertinent Babbling. He calumniates no 
Man; he detracts from no Min; he conceals Se- 
crets; and ſpeiks but little, if any thing, of other 
People's Affairs. His Ears likewiſe are under the 
L1w of Moderation. Theſe he lends not to idle, 
obſcene, laſcivious, fl inderous or malicious Talk, 
He commands his Eyes too, which are not like thoſe 
the wiſe Man ſpeaks of, not ſatisfied with ſeeing, 
He ſuffers them not 10 dwell up.ln pleaſing, nor 
even to look upou finful, forbidden, or dangerous 
Obje&s. He brings even his Thoughts, much 
more his Aflections and Deſires under the Diſcis 
C2 plisa 
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Service and Honour. 
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pline of Moderation. If his Thoughts chance to, 
ſtroll, or grow looſe and vain, he immediately 
curbs and reduces them into order with Conſideta- 
tions of Religion, and of the Fear of God. He 
neither Covers, nor Rejoices, nor Grieves for any 
worldly Matter immoderately, is not immode- 
rately Angry, nor ſoon provok d into Paſhon. Per- 
haps his Moderation may recommend him to the 
Praiſe, Eſteem, Reſpect, and Favour of Men: But 
theſe he receives with Moderation and Evenneſs of 
Temper, he covets them not at all, deſires nothing 
with Eagerneſs and Violence, but the Favour and 
Approbation of Almighty God. He deſixes not 
Honours, Dignities, and Commendations: And 
if (as it often happens) they purſue him, and will 
throw themſelves into his Lap, be receives em 
with Indifference, he wears em negligently, and 
at the ſame time that he has them he carries himſelf 
as though he had them not. His Moderation ap- 
ts in his Eating, in his Drinking, in every thing 
ſays, in every thing be does. He is always 
Pleaſant, ſometimes Merry in his Talk, but rarely 
breaks out into loud and indecent Laughtcr. His 
Diſcourſe is mingled with Salt, but ſtings no Man; 
his Jeſting is without Scurrility: His Voice with- 
out Noiſe and Clamour; his whole Behaviour 
without Buftle cr Tumult; he thinks much more 
than he ta'ks; and whilſt his Eyes are fix'd on the 
Ground, his Mind is in Heaven. And thus he keeps 
his Soul and Body both under Diſcipline: Nothing 
Haughty, nothing Aﬀetted, nothing Looſe, Wan- 
ton, cr Wild appe.rs in him. H's Looks are com” 
oſed and ſerious; his very Cate ſhews what he 
is, which is always Grave, Unaffefted, Eaſy, and 
Narural. In a word, he is moderate in every 
thing, but in thoſe things where Moderation itſelf 
is a Defe& : He is not moderate in the Love of God 
nor in his Zeal, Activity, and Deſire, to do 2 
n 
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And this leads me to ſhew 2dly, how the. Virtye of 
Moderation tends to affect us as Members of a Chriſti- 
an Church, where the Doctrine, Government, and 
Worthip is truly Catholick and Apoſtotical, 

And 1. it muſt not, it cannot ſurely abate our Zeal 
for her Preſervation, her Credit, and Intereſt ; becauſe 
by the Welfare, and flouriſhing Condition of ſueh a 

h 
are 


urch, the Honour of God and Intereſts of Religion 

extended and-propagated in the, World; infomuch 
that so far as we leſſen our Affection and Zeal for ſuch a 
Church, ſo far we leſſen our Affection and Zeal for the, 
Honour of 8 the propagation of Religioꝶ Which. 
ſurely no Chriſtian Virtue can engage us to do. It ise- 
vident that St. Paul the Preacher of Moderation, did 
not think ſo; foraſmuch as tho he recommends Mode- 
7 here (ns * e the Fe Bible o 
Word is to be found,) yet in all his Writings, as well 
as in the whole Hiſtory of his Life, there ſhines a bright, - 
inextinguiſhable Zeal of for the Propagation of the Gol-_ 
pel for the Welfare of the Church, for the Preſervati- 
on of both from the wicked Attempts and Practices of 
all thoſe, whether Hereticks or Infidels, Who endea- 
voured either to corrupt the one or deſtroy. the other. 
And it is evident to the Obſervation of the World, that 
after all the Endeavours made uſe of by deſigning Men, 
to abate our Concern and Zeal for our Holy Church, 
under the ſpecious Pretext of Moderation; yet they 
themſelves who uſe ſuch Pretences, and make the great 
eſt Outcries and Complaints for our want of this Vir- 
tue, have either very little of it themſelyes,or quite dif- 
ferent Notions about it. For who are ſo violent in 
working forward their own Projects as they? Who ſo 
Induſtrious, Active and Zealous in carrying on the In- 
tereſts of the ſeveral Se is and Parties they have eſpouſ- 
ed? I confeſs, it is Artful enough in them with ſuch 
Pretences to blind or lull us aſleep, while themſelves 
are reſtleſs and violent, eternally buſy in promoting 
their own Deſigns ; Abuſing and Slandering, as popiſh- 
ly Affected or Ill. affected the moſt Innocent of Men, 

they be ſuch as Oppoſe their Proceedings; Canoni- 

Ang the moſt Guilty, if they concur with them in their 
Projects and Devices. And when we ſee others, who (if 
not of us, yet) muſt be own'd to be among 5.75 
þ Wi 
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with theſe Underminers and Enemies of ſuch a well Con- 
ſtituted. Orthodox, and Catholick Church; when we 
ſee them weaken (what in them lies) the Hands of thoſe 
whoare zealouſly affected for her Welfare and Happi- 
neſs, and all this under the Colour of Peace, Union, and 
Moderation; how they will anſwer this to their own 
Conſciences, I known not, but ſuch a Proceeding will 
lock in the Opinion of the World, very much like abu - 
ſing this and other Pieces of Scriptute, and the very 
venerable and livele Names of Peace, Union, and Mo- 
deration, to very foul and diſhoneſt Purpoſes. I ſhall, 
add no more, but diſmiſs this unpleaſing Reflection 
with the famous A. Luthers Cenſure upon ſuch Pro- 
ceedings, Maledicta ſit Charitas que ſervatur cum jactu- 
ra Fidei : Curſed be that Chari (or if you will, Mode- 
ration) which is maintain d wich the loſs of true Religion. 
Truth is ſtubborn, ſtiff, and inflexible. Men may 
flag in their Zeal, or vary and grow fickle in their O- 
Raa ſhe varies not, but (like that God from whom 

e deſcends) is Eternally and Unchangeably the ſame. 
And tho? ſecular ends (cover'd under the name of Mode- 
ration) too often warp our Affections and draw us awry, 
det Trath knows no Complaiſance, continues ſtill what 
the always was, and will not bend to any worldly Con- 
venience whatſoever, not to ſave a Life, much leſs to 
ve or procure a Place. 

For. 2. Occaſional Conformity has as little to do 
with the true Chriſtian Moderation, as Indifference, 

Neutrality, and Unconcern for Religion. Indeed, it 
is itſelf bur an Inſtance or Specimen of Indifference in 
as much as he whoſe Conſcience (far from being tender) 
is looſe enough to be of any Religion, is in the next de- 

ee to him that is of none: Only with this occaſional 
Difference, that when it is practiſed only for the ſake of 
Prefermeut, and to leap over thoſe Fences which the 
Wiſdom of the Government hath Eſtabliſhed for the 
Preſervation of our Church and RS (as it toe 
often is) it has a ſcurvy Tincture in it of Hypoerify and 
Contempt of Holy Sacraments. How elſe is it poſſible 
Men. ſhou'd not think themſelves always bound-to-pay 
that Obedience to the Laws for Conſcience, which they 
do ſometimes for Convenience? I our Communion by 
unlawful, why do they ever join with us? If lawful, ly 
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not always ? Is ſuch a Dilemma as the moſt accompliſh'd 
Sophiſters and Advocates ſor, Occaſional Communion 
can never clear themſelyes of, | 

Then, ſeeing Moderation will not juſtify = Man's 
being indifferent in Religion, and unconcern d for the 
Intereſts of Truth, and of the Church of God]; ſeeing it 
is no ſufficient Plea for his being an Occaſional Commu- 
nicant even upon Principle, (if ſuch a Practice will admit 
any,) much leſs upon reaſons of Intereſt or Ambition: 
It remains in the ; ; | 

3. And laſt place, that we ſhew briefly what is the 

oper Influence of this Virtue upon theConduct ofMen 
in reſpe& of Religious Matters. I anſwer, that it makes 
us charitable never to the Errors, but always to the Per- 
ſons of Men who differ from us. Which we may well be, 
and yet at the ſame time be watchful upon the Motions 
and Deſigns of ſuch Men, when they ſeem to be level d 
againſt the true Religon, or againſt the Safety, Welfare, 
Splendor, and Happineſs of the Church of Chriſt, For 
no Man in his Wits can queſtion but I may pity, I may 


befriend, I may adviſe my Adverſary for his ex rt 
iſc 


the ſame time that I guard my ſelf againſt the 

5 which I have reaſon to apprehend from him. We ought 

t in the firſt place (what in us lies) to make *em ſenſibleof 

|- their Miſtakes, and to reconcile em to the Communion ' 

0 of the Church, becauſe the Intereſt of their Souls is cor- | 
cern d in it; perſuade em to worſhip God with us 7 

0 on Earth, that they may praiſe him with us in Heaven. 

's Such a kind Office is a moſt important Expreſſion of 

t our Moderation and Charity. Perhaps at the ſame time 

n they may be peeviſh with us, and give us little Thanks 

) for our Pains. We muſt bear with it and go on, as long 

- as there is any hopestoreclaim them And to make our 

7 Endeavours more ſucceſsful, we muſt relieve their Po- 

) 


verty, if they be poor; we muſt pity them in their 
Sor rows; muſt ſeek by prudent Behaviour to win up- 
on their Affections; and by a kind and good natur d 
Carriage in all the Parts of our civil Converſation 
with'em, convince them (if poſſible) that we really 
ſeek their Good, All this the Duty of Moderation 
will require at our Hands and juſtify ; but it will not 
jnſtify Illegal Compliances with them in fayouring 
their Errors, for ſuch Compliances will fall under the 
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rence will and at the ſame time Prudence il 
require, as (hears Moderation will it us to. by 
; watchful that they do us no harm, o purſue with 
Zeal and Vigour by all prudent and ne Wh 1 
the Intereſts of true Religion and the ee 
God's Church upon Earth whatever their Sentiment 
be, whether they be pleasd with ns or not. Offences 
are many times taken when they are not given; and we 1 
muſt not ſlacken our Zealand Diligence £10 the Service 3 
of God, for fear of of ring Offec to Men: Remem- 


e's Admoition in mn Text, 
bring vp ror vat now to obſerve, hereafter to pu- 


. 1 90 262 to Reward to the full our Con. 
ſcientions Diſchar rover theſe and all other Patts of our 
Duty both to himſelfand to our Fellow-Chtiſtians. 
Ao at all times we muſt admit our erring Brethreh | 
into our Prayers, that God of his infinite Mercy WII 
ſome way ſupply to them What! is W we'd in on | 
Endeavours o or reg. 3 A 
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